
Chairman’s 

Message 
This last quarter has witnessed the continu-
ance of numerous meetings and interac-
tions with industry associations and stake-
holders – as we continue to promote the 
interests of the owners of Bahamian regis-
tered vessels. In early September, in our 
annual joint-delegation with the Bahamas 
Maritime Authority (BMA), we met with the 

USCG and the EPA. We consider these meetings to be of 
great value – the opportunity for shipowners to participate in 
such platforms with two of the most important regulatory 
bodies in the world is indeed special.  

You will be able to read more about the meetings below and 
in the separate notes from the meetings will be found at the 
BSA website. But I must say here, that amongst the key take-
aways from these meetings is that the Bahamas registry has 
retained Qualship 21 for a number of years, and it was re-
vealed that 33% of the ships on the E-Zero scheme are Baha-
mas flagged! This can only be achieved through the constant 
and thorough work of a strong and independent Flag - sup-
ported by Shipowners focused on quality operations. 

I should also extend my sincere thanks to our colleagues at 
SMIT USA, and in particular Mr Richard Fredericks for his pro-
fessional support and assistance in organising and co-
ordinating the meetings. 

On 11 September the ICS held its autumn BoD meeting in 
London – and this was the inaugural meeting for Guy Platten 
as the new ICS General Secretary. As is common, it was a very 
good meeting with many interesting and sometimes lengthy 
discussions from which the Chairman and Secretary General 
formed a weighted position of the ICS – and included a roll-
out of the ICS strategic framework for the long-term future. 

Some time ago, you should all have received an invitation to 
our AGM & Conference being held 16 October in London. The 
BSA Board and our Manager Anders Brodje share a keen in-
terest in the Human Element and we are all looking forward 
to seeing you at what should be an engaging and informative 
event. 

John Adams 

Chairman 

2018 Q3 to date 
This past quarter has seen a number of own meetings as 

well as meetings and events at which the BSA has been 

involved as well as profiled. Please visit the BSA website 

to read and download the reports from the meetings. 

• IMO Council 120, 2 - 6 July 

• IMO HTW 5, 16 - 20 July 

• Annual USCG meeting, Washington DC, 4 September 

• Annual EPA meeting, Washington  DC, 5 September 

• ICS Maritime Law Committee, 10 September 

• ICS Shipping Policy Committee, 10 September 

• ICS BoD meeting, London, 11 September 

• ICS Labour Affairs Committee, 12 September 

• IMO CCC 5, 10 - 14 September 

• IMO III 5, 24 - 28 September 

Q3 2018 NEWSFLASH 

ICS BoD meeting 
The autumn ICS BoD meeting was held in London on 
11 September and the BSA was represented by the 

BSA Chairman (and Vice Chair of ICS) and the BSA 

Manager. 

As mentioned briefly in the Chairman’s Message, one of the 

most important decisions was the ongoing of the ICS Strategy. 

made by the ICS BoD was that there will be no rebate on the 

annual fees to the ICS which is something all Associations have 

enjoyed for a number of years. The reason for the decision is in 
essence based on the ongoing review of the ICS Strategy and 

until such time that this is agreed we should not expect any 

renewed decision on the ICS membership fees. 

Other issues discussed were the ICS position on the long term 

goals of the IMO GHG Strategy, the proposed experience build-

ing phase as part of the global sulphur cap as put forward by 

the Marshall Islands to the MEPC73, Issues with Rightship’s Qi 

system, the Mediterranean migrant crisis, the UN negotiations 
on “High Seas” beyond national jurisdiction, and the coming 

ILO negotiations on seafarers’ minimum wage. There were also 

reports on from the four ICS Committees.  

During the meeting the meeting it was announced that Simon 

Bennet had been appointed Deputy Secretary General and that 

Johnathan Spernulli had been appointed Marine Director  fol-

lowing the retirement of John Murray.  

A separate event was held after the BoD meeting to celebrate 

the newly retired Secretary General Peter Hinchliffe upon his 

retirement . 

http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/
http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/members-login/
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USCG meeting 
This year’s meeting with the USCG was held 
on 4 September. As always, there was a joint 
delegation of BSA and BMA representatives and we were 
welcomed by among others Rear Admiral John Nadeau, and 
Mr Jeff Lance, Head of US representation at the IMO. 

On the agenda was a follow up on Qualship 21 to ensure the 
Bahamas fleet is still well placed to stay on the scheme. We 
also discussed the E-zero scheme, which for those who have 
not come across the term before is an upper tier requiring 
even higher standards than Qualship. The USCG shared that 
20 of the 60 ships currently on the E-zero scheme are Baha-
mas flagged, which of course is fantastic news to all of us. 

As many times before we also discussed BWM, system ap-
provals and actions from both sides in case of system mal-
functions. The USCG was, as always, very forthcoming and 
pragmatic in its views on how to act, and as has been 
stressed at previous 
meetings in relation to 
other issues, shipowners 
are advised to be proac-
tive and inform the 
USCG in any case of sys-
tem failure, and also to 
document all efforts 
made to remedy the 
situation.   

Notes from the meeting 
will be found at the BSA 
website. 

EPA meeting 
The annual meeting with the US Environment 
Protection Agency was held at the EPA office in 
Washington DC on 5 September. As previously, both the 
BSA and BMA were represented at the meeting and were 
welcomed by Mr Brian Muehling and a team of specialists 
from around the EPA.  

BSA intitially raised the issue of the lack of information on 
the development of an updated VGP. It was noted that a 
new VGP is in the pipeline, but that there are political un-
certainty and this is solved an updated VGP will not sur-
face. 

The EPA also shared that the current situation with sepa-
rate state regulation, such as in the case of the Californian 
regulation on biofouling, is likely to prevail. 

Also, the issue of noise generated by shipping was dis-
cussed and from a shipowners perspective 
it was very good to understand that the 
EPA is monitoring developments in primar-
ily Canada, but is likely to argue the im-
portance of taking a more all encompass-
ing stance on the issue of human generat-
ed noise in the sea. 

On the issue of marine litter it was clear 
from the discussion that the EPA view, 
apart from the identified threat, was that 
the bulk of marine litter stem from shore. 

Notes from the meeting will be found at the BSA website. 

ICS meetings 
This autumns first meetings at the ICS began with 

the Maritime Law Committee and the Shipping 

Policy Committee, both held on 10 September. 

These were followed by the ICS BoD meeting on 11 Sep-

tember as described previously, and the Labour Affairs 

Committee on the 12 September.  

Some of the most important information at this time was 

noted at the Labour Affairs Committee. In preparation for 

the coming meetings at the ILO in November - Minimum 

Wage Negotiations - and the April STC meeting, the Ship-

owners group, lead by the ICS, need input from Members. 

The newly appointed Chairman of the Labour Affairs Com-

mittee, Dr Max Johns of VDR (the German Shipowners As-

sociation) will lead negotiations in November on Minimum 

Wage and in particular requested information on the en-

visaged effects of changes to the Minimum Wage.   

Also, in preparation for the ILO meeting to be held in April 

2019, Members wishing specific issues be discussed should 

forward these by January to the BSA Secretariat to be 

added to the agenda. 

Separate requests on the above and other information will 

be sent to all Members, and as always, all notes from the 

meetings will be found at the BSA website. 

BSA and BMA representatives together with Rear Admiral 

Nadeau and Mr Jeff Lance at the USCG HQ. 

IMO meetings 
During the past quarter the BSA has attended and reported 
on three IMO meetings; HTW 5 (16 - 20 July),  CCC 5 (10 - 14 
September), and III 5 (24 - 28 September).  

Although no major decisions were made at the meetings, it is 
interesting to note the finalisation on Fatigue guidelines by 
HTW. This will have an impact on work schedules onboard 
and all Members are advised to include the new Guidelines 
as part of their SMS. There was also a discussion on trasition-
al arrangements for coming changes to the STCW Conven-
tion and Code. However, no decision was reached. 

CCC5 discussed and agreed on several amendments and in-
terpretations to both the IGF and IGC Codes, however, draft 
Circulars will wait for MSC 101 for final approval. CCC5 also 
agreed on interim guidelines for the use of methanol / etha-
nol as fuels.  

The III5 dafted amendments to the HSSC Survey Guidelines 
(expected to be adopted in 2019), discussed the inadequacy 
of port reception facilities deciding to refer the report on 
the sitiation to MEPC73 for further action. Work was also 
progressed on the harmonization of PSC activities although 
several steps in the IMO structure remains before any chang-
es will have any effect on PSC activities in reality. 

Notes from the meeting will be found at the BSA website. 

http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/library/bsa-general-notes/
http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/library/bsa-general-notes/
http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/library/bsa-general-notes/
http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/library/ics-reports/
http://www.bahamasshipownersassociation.com/library/imo-reports/
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BSA AGM & Conference 
Ironies of Automation - Human Element and 
Automation at Sea 

The BSA Annual General Meeting and Conference will be held 

on  16  October in London at the America Square Conference Centre.   

Despite all efforts going into creating so called failsafe sys-

tems, automation does not build away accidents and at the 

end of the day MIB reports often tend to blame the human 

operator. This year’s theme address the issue of Human Fac-

tors and the importance of taking the operator into account 

when designing not only individual technical systems, but the 

full socio-technical systems, e.g. the operations onboard a ship.  

The “Ironies of Automation” were identified by Dr Lisanne 

Bainbridge, in a very well known article written in the early 80s, 

where she discusses the ways in “which automation of process-

es may expand rather than eliminate problems with the human 

operator.” 

The line-up for this year’s AGM and Conference are all very well

-known names in Maritime Human Factors. Prof Scott MacKin-

non, Chalmers University of Technology, Dr Michael Baldauf, 

World Maritime University, and Dik Gregory, gs partnership ltd. 

Our speakers are well established experts in the Maritime Hu-

man Factors domain and have a particular interest in the con-

sequences of automation and how to bridge the gap between 

human and machine with the focus on increasing safety.   

Keynote speaker will be Mr Guy Platten, the newly appointed 

Secretary General of the ICS, who will be focussing on trends in 

shipping and the effects on onboard and shore based person-

nel.   

The full programme is available at the BSA website. 

Bahamas Shipowners  

Association Secretariat 

 

2018 Calendar 
The major events where the BSA Board and / or the Secre-
tariat will be represented at during this coming months 
are the following: 

• ICS Environment Sub-Committee, 2 October 

• ICS Marine Committee, 3 - 4 October 

• BSA Annual General Meeting, London, 16 October 

• IMO MEPC 73, 22 - 26 October 

• ICS Construction & Equipment SC , 15 November 

• IMO Council 121, 19 - 23 November 

• IMO MSC 100, 3 - 7 December 

John Adams 

Chairman  

Managing Director 

Teekay Shipping 

(Glasgow) 

Anders Brodje 

Manager 

abrodje@bahamasshipownersassociation.com 

+44 749 775 49 23 

Kendanique Ferguson 

Secretary 

kferguson@bahamasshipownersassociation.com 

+44 20 756 213 15 

Domenico Rognoni 

Deputy Chairman 

Vice President 
Carnival Cruise Line  

Leon Dorsett 

Treasurer  

LDorsett@bahamasmaritime.com  
+44 20 7562 1307  

Cadet Berths Needed 
The BSA Secretariat has received requests for Cadet 
berths for Bahamian Cadets on their final year.  

The request is for 4 Cadets to start their onboard train-
ing period sometime between November and January 
and the need for 12 months training in total. 

If your company has one or more berths available, please 
contact the BSA Secretariat for more information. 

A separate message will be sent to all Members on the 
same issue during early October. 

http://www.bainbrdg.demon.co.uk/Papers/Ironies.html
http://www.bainbrdg.demon.co.uk/Papers/Ironies.html
http://online.flipbuilder.com/rcsm/ojfz/mobile/index.html
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