NEWSFLASH
Chairman’s
Message
We are already midway through 2018,
though from the past few months it is
clear we are not steaming at half ahead!
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2018 Q2
This past quarter has seen a number of own meetings as
well as meetings and events at which the BSA has been
involved as well as profiled. Please visit the BSA website to
read and download the reports from the meetings.

As you will read further on, the BSA has
attended numerous IMO and ICS meetings, most notably MEPC 72 and MSC 99.
As you are all aware by now, MEPC 72
established an IMO Strategy for the reduction of GHG emissions from shipping.
This is something I personally have
worked very hard to achieve, and it was very satisfying to see
that the ICS proposal for a strategy was agreed almost in its
entirety.

• IMO MEPC 72, 9 - 13 April

As a result of the now established GHG Strategy, the ICS
Board decided at its last meeting to reconvene the MBM
Working Group which I have chaired for the past two years. I
anticipate this will be in the autumn of this year.

• BMA and BSA at Posidonia, 5 - 8 June

A key outcome of MSC 99 was of course the initiation of formal discussion on the issue of Maritime Autonomous Surface
Ships (MASS). Developments in this area are of course of interest to all of us, and it gives me great pleasure to know that
our Manager, Anders Brodje, will join the ICS as their expert
on autonomous vessels and digitisation at the next ILO STC
meeting in late February next year.

Bahamas Maritime Week

In the beginning of May, the first ever Bahamas Maritime
Week was held. The participation by our Deputy Chair Domenico Rognoni and Kenneth Engstrom from the BSA BoD
was very much appreciated by the Bahamas Government
and our friends and colleagues at the BMA. Through his
VP role with Carnival Cruises, Domenico even managed
to have two ships open for students wishing to learn
more about life onboard, which I understand was a fantastic experience for the many young Bahamians seizing
this excellent opportunity.
You will be able to read later in this Newsflash about our
upcoming meetings with the USCG and EPA (4 - 5 September) and our plans for this year’s AGM and Conference
(16 October, London).
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all members a
very good summer and look forward to progressing our members’ interests and to seeing you at our AGM in October.
John Adams
Chairman

• ILO STC meeting, 23 - 27 April
• ASA AGM, 14 - 15 May
• ICS AGM & BoD meeting, 17 - 18 May
• IMO MSC 99, 16 - 25 May
• BSA BoD meeting - Posidonia, Athens, 4 June

• IMO TCC 68, 18 - 22 June

During the week 6 - 11 May the Bahamas Government together with the BMA organised the Bahamas Maritime
Week. The main purpose of the week was for the Bahamas
Government to highlight the importance of shipping for the
Bahamas and to stimulate students of all ages to go into
shipping related careers.
Friday 11 September an event was
held in honour of Mr Peter John
Goulandris, who is the longest
serving BMA Board member having
been engaged on the Steering
Committee engaged with then
Government for the establishment
of the BMA in 1995. Mr Goulandris
was also a critical factor in recognising the strategic importance of close collaboration with
shipowners and was instrumental in the establishment of
the BSA.
The BSA was represented by our Deputy Chair Mr Domenico
Rognoni and our longest serving board member, Mr Kenneth Engstrom. Together with Mr Goulandris, the BMA
Chair Denise Lewis
-Johnson and Government officials,
the BSA participated in numerous
events, radio talk
shows, all highlighting the possibilities in shipping.
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MEPC 72

MSC 99

With the long awaited decision on the establishment of an IMO
Strategy for reduction of GHG emissions from shipping, the
MEPC 72 was a great success for shipping and for the World.

The MSC 99 sparked some very interesting discussions during the week. Of note was the continued discussion on
Goal Based Standards and the finalisation of a Draft guidelines for conformity with Goal Based Ship Construction
standards for bulk carriers and oil tankers.
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MEPC 72 was in many
respects a very tense
week, with many long
and strong discussions.
The intense industry focus and news coverage
at that time serves as an
indication of the level of
anticipation
regarding
the GHG Strategy.

Also of notable importance, the MEPC 72:

• Adopted amendments to the BWMC regarding the retrofitting schedule (B-1), guidelines for onboard testing and scaling of treatment systems. The amendments will come into
effect on 19 October 2019.

Also, there were several changes through amendments
and adoptions made to and through regulation concerning
stability, polar ships, navigation and communication related matters, the IMDG Code, and the IMSBC Code. Although all changes are of relevance, it was noted that a
new IAMSAR Manual will be published in 2019. Since the
Manual is a surveyable item, it is crucial all owners and operators ensure the latest version of the Manual is available
onboard. The BSA Secretariat will monitor developments
and inform all members as soon as the new version of the
Manual is published.
A separate report on the developments at MSC 99 will be
found on the BSA website.

• Approved amendments to the MARPOL Convention regarding carriage of non-compliant fuel and its prohibition.
Industry now needs to focus on a range of sustainability
measures to achieve the goals of the GHG Strategy.

One of the key take-aways from MSC 99 was, despite what
one may think about its future, the upstart of formalised
discussions on so called Maritime Autonomous Surface
Ships. The initial discussion defined degrees of automation, and a separate working group will continue discussions on a
timetable for
and testbed
development
for the future.
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USCG & EPA

ICS AGM & BoD

The annual meetings with the United States Coast
Guard and the US Environmental Protection Agency will take place on 4 and 5 September respectively.

The ICS AGM and BoD meeting were held in Hong
Kong during 17 and 18 May. The meetings were
held in connection with the Asian Shipowners Association’s AGM earlier in the week as a way of increasing
interaction between the two organisations.

• Adopted amendments to regulation 21 of MARPOL Annex
VI and the referencing line for ro-ros, as well as amendments to the EEDI calculation and guidelines on minimum
power.

Members are advised that a separate call for
agenda items to be discussed at the meetings will be sent
during the first half of July. Members with a specific interest
in participating at the meetings are advised to contact the
BSA Manager, Anders Brodje, to discuss the possibility of
participating. Please keep in mind space is limited, and that
the BSA delegation should include appropriate subject matter experts.
On the evening of 4 September the BSA is planning a reception with maritime stakeholders such as CLIA, the Chamber
of Shipping of America, INTERTANKO and World Shipping
Council.
Members in the area, permanently or on temporarily
on business are more than welcome to participate at
the reception. This will be a good industry networking opportunity and allow both members and BSA
BoD representatives and the Secretariat to meet and
discuss matters at hand, member support issues and
more.
The BSA Secretariat will endeavour to invite members in the relative close vicinity of Washington D.C.,
but members are advised to contact the BSA Secretary to ensure an invite is sent.

The BSA was represented by the Chair, Mr John Adams,
and the BSA Manager, Mr Anders Brodje, who also participated at the ASA AGM open meeting on Tuesday 15 May
to discuss SMART shipping through digitalisation and automation.
Two of the major discussion points during the ICS meetings were the outcome of MEPC 72 and the decision on
the IMO Strategy on reduction of GHG emissions. As already mentioned earlier, an outcome of those discussions,
the MBM Working Group will be reconvened for continued
discussions on measures together with BIMCO, INTERTANKO and INTERCARGO.
The AGM also considered
an ICS Asia representation
– and that such representation should be closely
aligned with the ICS Strategy. This review will continue at the next ICS BoD
meeting in September.
The BSA Chair has been
invited join a work group
to review the ICS Strategic plan.
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2018 Calendar
The major events where the BSA Board and / or the Secretariat will be represented at during this coming months
are the following:

•

IMO Council 120, 2 - 6 July

•

IMO HTW 5, 16 - 20 July

•

Annual USCG meeting, Washington DC, 4 September

•

Annual EPA meeting, Washington DC, 5 September

•

ICS Maritime Law Committee, 10 September

With the theme Ironies of Automation - the Human Element meets
Automation at Sea, the line-up for this year’s AGM and Conference are
some very well-known names. Keynote speaker will be Mr Guy Platten, the newly appointed Secretary General of the ICS talking about
changes in ongoing trends in shipping and the effects on onboard and
shore based personnel. The full programme and speakers wil be announced in the near future.

•

ICS Shipping Policy Committee, 10 September

•

ICS BoD meeting, London, 11 September

•

ICS Labour Affairs Committee, 12 September

•

IMO CCC 5, 10 - 14 September

•

IMO III 5, 24 - 28 September

•

ICS Environment Sub-Committee, 2 October

The theme is in fact alluding to a very well known article written in the
early 80s, wherein the author, Dr Lisanne Bainbridge, discusses the
ways in “which automation of processes may expand rather than eliminate problems with the human operator.”

•

ICS Marine Committee, 3 - 4 October

•

BSA Annual General Meeting, London, 16 October

•

IMO MEPC 73, 22 - 26 October

•

ICS Construction & Equipment SC , 15 November

•

IMO Council 121, 19 - 23 November

•

IMO MSC 100, 3 - 7 December

The BSA Annual General Meeting and Conference will be held on
16 October in London. As always the BSA Secretariat aim to provide
an afternoon of very high quality speakers to discuss the most current
topics in shipping.

Despite all efforts going into creating failsafe systems, automation, as
has been shown over and over, does not build away accidents and at
the end of the day we often tend to blame the human operator.

ILO Special Tripartite Meeting
The ILO STC meeting was held on 23 - 27 April at the ILO
headquarters in Geneva. The BSA Manager Anders Brodje’s
participation was funded through the ILO and as part of the
shipowner group. The Bahamas was represented by the BMA
Acting CEO and Managing Director Capt Dwain Hutchinson
and Capt Oli Olsen.
This year’s STC aimed to discuss proposals from the outcome
of the discussion of the Working Group related to the protection of seafarers’ wages when the seafarer is held captive on
or off the ship as a result of acts of piracy or armed robbery
against ships; abandonments particularly in Middle East and
to raise at STC; areas for discussion at the 2019 ILO meeting primarily the promotion of careers and opportunities for female cadets as well as outlawing female pregnancy testing.
It was most notable that the way negotiations are carried out
at the ILO STC are completely different from those of the
IMO. It was quite clear that the shipowner group, despite
representing responsible shipowners, were regarded as not
taking enough responsibility by the ILO Secretariat, thus setting the tone for the whole week.
The BSA Manager, again funded by the ILO, will attend the
next STC meeting in late February as the shipowner group’s
expert on automation and digitisation.
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