NEWSFLASH
Chairman’s
Message
First and foremost, I am delighted to share
with you important breaking news, that the
Bahamas has been re-elected to the IMO
Council! This is a ringing endorsement of
The Bahamas dynamic role at the IMO. I
would like to acknowledge all involved in
this successful outcome - ranging from various branches of the Bahamas Government,
to our friends and colleagues at the BMA. Well Done!
The year to date, as you will see just next to my message, has
been very busy indeed. Apart from BoD meetings , we held
our yearly meetings with the EC, USCG and EPA. During London International Shipping Week, we held a very successful
AGM where we given some very valuable insights into the
future of shipping. The BSA has also been in attendance and
able to report from the majority of IMO and ICS Committee
and Sub-committee meetings. You will find these reports on
our website.
Speaking of which, it gives me great pleasure to be able to
report to you that work on the new BSA website is complete
and we will launch the website in a matter of hours from
when you receive this NewsFlash. Below, you will be able to
read more about the features of the website. For this, and all
their tireless work during the year, I would like to thank our
Secretariat, Anders, Kendanique and Leon.
As we enter the last few days of the year, many of us are beginning to focus on the holiday season, trying to finalise work
before our organisations (at least in part) take a welldeserved break. However, not all in our industry have the luxury of winding down, and here I am primarily thinking of our
Seafarers serving onboard our ships, on the front line conducting our 24/7 business, maintaining our operational and
commercial obligations, and the excellent reputation of Bahamas Flag. Please share an extra thought for your Seafarers,
and their families who support them, this Christmas – quite
simply, without that support we could not do what we do!
On behalf of the BSA Board of Directors and Secretariat, I
would like to thank you, our members, for your support - and
extend Seasons Greetings to you, with best wishes for a Happy, Healthy, Safe, and hopefully Prosperous New Year!

John Adams

Q4 2017

2017 at a Glance
2017 has been a very good year indeed for the BSA. The
Secretariat is gaining momentum with the recruitment of
our Manager last year proving very valuable in our efforts
to provide a Progressive, Effective, Trusted and Visible
Association. Some of the highlights this year has been:
• During our Board meeting in Fort Lauderdale in March,
we held discussions on the issue of cadet training on
the Bahamas together with the BMA and representatives of the LJM Maritime Academy, where we agreed
to develop a MoU between the BSA, the LJMMA and
the Bahamas Maritime Cadet Corps on our continued
support of cadet training on the Bahamas.
• In mid-July we held a meeting with the EC together
with the BMA in Brussels. The EC delegation was lead
by Ms Christine Berg, Head of Maritime Safety. Among
other things, we discussed the importance of alignment
of the EU MRV with the IMO DCS and the BSA was invited to take part in the EC review process of the MRV
regulation. You will find a report from the meeting
here.
• Our annual meetings with the USCG and EPA in late
August proved very valuable and we were invited to
feed into the processes of both organisations. Also, the
USCG suggested that during the next meeting (in August 2018), we should bring more experts for break-out
sessions to allow for specific issues to be discussed in
more depth. We look forward to this and will invite
member’s specialists to be part of the BSA delegation
come the meetings in August 2018. You will find reports from both meetings here.
• Our 21st AGM in early September, was a success and
saw numerous participants from around the membership as well as from invited parties. As reported earlier,
the knowledge and insightfulness of the speakers fully
engaged our
audience - for
those who did
not have the
possibility to
participate,
the presentations will be
The Bahamas ensign on the HQS Wellington, London
found here.
• The BSA’s influence at ICS has increased dramatically
with the BSA Chairman being elected Vice Chair of ICS,
and the BSA now represented by BSA Directors and our
Manager in most parts of the ICS Committee structure.
Together, we promote BSA views and the interests of
our members at these meetings. You will find the ICS
reports here. We are striving for even more BSA participation – as you will read later in this Newsflash.”

NEWSFLASH
Time for a new website
During the past year, the BSA Secretariat has been working
on developing a new website. We are very happy to be able
to launch the website through this NewsFlash. Please follow
this link to visit the new site. Current users of the old website
will receive a separate email with information in order to update their credentials on the new website.
The primary aim of developing a new website has been to
create a dynamic platform which would provide enhanced
communication and interaction with our members. To better
demonstrate the range of services available to members,
with more readily available information and industry viewpoints, through the upgraded reports library and interactive
features. Put simply, to create a better user experience.
The BSA raison d’etre is to promote the interests of owners of
Bahamian registered vessels (1600), in consultation with the
Bahamas Maritime Authority – providing the opportunity to
owners to be proactive in topical industry issues, including
prospective international regulations and policy changes, and
to meet with international industry bodies and associations,
and to lobby on behalf of Bahamas flagged vessels.
Therefore, another aim has been to develop a website which
would be informative in terms of what the BSA is; what its
objectives are; with the development of Position Papers on
major issues affecting the industry.
The Secretariat is currently working on the first set of Position Papers to be reviewed by the BSA BoD at the BoD meeting in mid-March.
As stated above, the
intention is to make
the updated website
more
interactive,
and members can in
future expect to see
short questionnaires
to feed into our
work e.g. at the ICS,
and as a medium to
convey their views and questions directly to the BSA.
To get full value from the new website, you should access the
“members’ only” areas, where you will find reports from the
IMO, the ICS, as well as from the BoD meetings.
All internal BSA documents and an extensive addition to
what was previously available will be found on the new website, which has a revised library for reports from the IMO and
ICS, allowing members to search for reports and documents
based on Committees.

One final note. The new format will allow the Secretariat to
keep the website more up to date and it aims to be more accessible to members. Please let us hear your views and feedback on the new website - the Good, the Bad and the Ugly!
Send us an email on bsa@bahamasshipownersassociation.com
and share your thoughts.
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Re-elected to the IMO
Council - The Bahamas
does it again!
In an intense day of voting, involving other Flag States, the
Bahamas was re-elected to the IMO Council on Friday December 1 2017, for another two-year term.
The Bahamas team, led by the Bahamas Minister of
Transport and Local Government, the Hon Frankie Alfred Campbell (pictured with
the IMO SecGen overlooking
elections), and accompanied
by senior officials from the
Bahamas High Commission
and the Bahamas Maritime
Authority, successfully navigated the Bahamas passage
onto the IMO Council after a lengthy election process
which took almost a full day at the IMO Headquarters in
London.
The Bahamas Shipowners Association is proud and pleased
that the Bahamas will continue to play an important and
effective role as a member of the IMO Council. It reflects
positively on all associated with Bahamas Flag, and augurs
well for both the BMA and the BSA having a voice at IMO.

Two positions open for
new Directors to the
BSA BoD
Due to changes of roles of two of the Directors of the
Board, the BoD is currently looking to fill the two seats
and is especially looking to increase the diversity of the
composition of the BoD to better reflect the membership.
The BoD would like to encourage members from underrepresented geographic areas such as Asia, Africa and
the South Americas. Similarly, we would like to see wider
representation across all shipping sectors – including Container/Liner Services.
To effectively represent our members, it is important for
the BoD to have as broad a base of knowledge and understanding as possible – including regional and industry
differences.
A separate message on this can be expected early in the
new year from the BSA Chairman John Adams.
To read more about what it implies to become a Director
of the BSA BoD,
please follow the
link and read
more on the BSA
website.

NEWSFLASH
BSA representatives
needed for ICS
The ICS also provides a conduit for the BSA to IMO. The BSA
Chairman is a member of the ICS Board, and as ICS Vice Chair
also sits on the Maritime International Secretariat Services
(MARISEC/ICS Publications) Board. The ICS meeting structure
is built around specialized Committees, Sub-committees, and
Panels. Currently the BSA is represented by a number of
Board Directors and our Manager, however, we have identified a need for specific sectoral knowledge on certain committees. It would be beneficial to leverage BSA influence,
and the interests of our
members, across all of the
ICS structure.
Please have a look at the
BSA website for more
details of the ICS meeting
structure, and where we
would like representation. Contact the Secretariat for more information on how to get involved and promote the
interests of your sector.

Looking ahead to 2018
The coming year is crucial for the future of shipping. Clearly
the most important issue is the finalisation and establishment of a roadmap for the reduction of GHG emissions. The
BSA has been highly involved in this work through chairing
the MBM working group between the ICS, BIMCO, INTERTANKO and INTERCARGO.
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2018 Calendar
The major events where the BSA Board and / or the Secretariat will be represented during this coming year are the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IMO SDC 5, 22 - 26 January
ICS Offshore Panel, 17 January
ICS Radio & Nautical Sub-Committee, 5 February
ICS BoD meeting, 6 February
IMO PPR 5, 5 - 9 February
IMO NCSR 5, 19 - 23 February
BSA BoD meeting, Copenhagen, mid-March
IMO SSE 5, 12 - 16 March
ICS Environment Sub-committee, 20 March
ICS Marine Committee, 21 - 22 March
IMO MEPC 72, 9 - 13 April
BSA BoD meeting - Posidonia, Athens, 4-5 June
IMO FAL 42, 4 - 8 June
IMO TCC 68, 18 - 22 June
IMO HTW 5, 16 - 20 July
BSA meetings with USCG & EPA, Washington DC, late
August
BSA Annual General Meeting, TBA, late October

Bahamas Shipowners
Association Secretariat

During 2018 we can also expect to see finalisation of the
Global Sulphur Cap 2020 and SEEMP Guidelines, increased
discussion on Biofouling, work on the OSV Chemical Code,
the Polar Code, the review of EU MRV regulation and possible alignment with IMO DCS, implementation of the EU MRV
monitoring, finalisation of MARPOL Annex V & VI, and the
establishment of a garbage record book.
From a BSA perspective, we will continue the strategic work
on further developing the Association. We envisage increased interaction with members through the website and
will endeavour to involve a larger number of members in the
work at the ICS. The strategic work will also entail strengthening of the relationship between the BSA Secretariat and
members.
The BSA BoD also very much look forward to working closely
with the new BMA leadership to further progress our cooperation.

Progressive, Effective, Trusted, Visible
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