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Chairman’s
Message

At the end of August, the BSA and BMA
were in Washington for our annual
meetings with the US Coast Guard and
the US Environmental Protection
Agency. These meetings are of great
value to the BSA, in representing our
members, providing a platform for
constructive and very productive
discussions. I would like to extend my personal thanks and
appreciation to Dick Fredericks of SMIT yet again for such truly
great organisation and coordination.
At the beginning of September, some of us headed to London
for the London International Shipping Week. For the BSA, the
most important event during the week was our AGM and
Conference, where I had the opportunity to officially thank
Chris Oliver for all his years of service to the BSA. I was also
able to welcome Lyall Duncan, Crystal, and Alex Beasley,
Gearbulk, to the Board of the BSA.
The London International Shipping Week also encompassed a
board meeting with the ICS and the ICS Conference where the
BSA and BMA was very well profiled through participation in
panel debates as well as being mentioned on numerous
occasions during the day. Meetings were also held with the
ICS Shipping Policy Committee, the Maritime Law Committee
and the ICS Labour Affairs Committee, as well as Chairing the
ICS MBM Working Group. During the same week, the IMO held
its 4th meeting of the CCC (the Sub-committee for Carriage of
Cargoes and Containers).
The coming months hold some very important events which
will determine the continued work with the BSA strategy. As
many of you are aware, the Bahamas is again running for the
election to the IMO Council and have been working hard to
lobby its success. Also, the IMO Assembly will decide on the
coming bi-annual work programme, which will be of great
importance for the work the BSA do in promoting the
interests of our members.
I am also pleased to say that we will soon be launching an
updated website. The purpose of this update is primarily to be
able to provide even better service to members, allowing for
more interaction between members and the Secretariat.
John Adams

2017 Q3 to date
This past quarter has seen a number of own meetings as
well as meetings and events at which the BSA has been
involved as well as profiled. Reports on the meetings will
be found through our normal channels.
• IMO MEPC71, 3-7 July (already reported on)
• BSA BoD meeting, 12 July (already reported on)
• BMA-BSA meeting with EC, 13 July (already reported
on)
• BSA meeting with US EPA, 23 August
• BMA-BSA meeting with USCG, 24 August
• BSA BoD Meeting, 11 September
• BSA AGM & Conference, 11 September
• ICS BoD Meeting, 12 September
• ICS Conference, 13 September
• IMO CCC4, 11-15 September
• MGM WG Meeting, 15 September
• IMO III4, 25-29 September

Chris Oliver to start at ICS
Chris Oliver, who has been with the BSA BoD since 1997
and Deputy Chairman since 2008, will take up a position
as Director with the ICS on November 1st.
Chris has been a long-term and highly valuable member
of the BSA board and it was not without sadness that he
was thanked for his many years of tireless service to the
BSA at the end of the BSA AGM & Conference at
September 11th.
We would like to wish Chris all the best in his future role
and hope for fair winds and following seas.
Chris Oliver (middle) together
with the BMA Deputy
Chairman Peter John
Goulandris (right) and BSA
Chairman John Adams (left)
at the BSA AGM &
Conference.
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Shipping in a Disruptive World
BSA Annual General Meeting
and Conference

Meeting with EPA
On 23 August, a delegation from the BSA met
with representatives and subject matter experts
from the US Environmental Protection Agency
for the annual meeting. As during previous years, the BSA and
EPA have cooperated on developing an agenda and this year saw
a wide range of topics with both parties wishing to better
understand the position and work of the other.
Since the work of the EPA is primarily regulatory, from a BSA
perspective, to be able to sit down and informally discuss and
understand development of US regulation is vital for those of our
members who operates on US waters.

The BSA Annual General Meeting and Conference, onboard the
HQS Wellington, London, on 11 September, was held in
association with the London International Shipping Week 2017, to
which the BSA was also a supporting organisation.
The topic for this year’s event was Shipping in a Disruptive World,
and featured some of the best names in the industry as
presenters. First out was Prof Richard Watson speaking on
Shipping and the Digitization of Capital. The presentation was very
well received by the participants and gave some very important
food for thought to those directly involved in ship management.
Dr Martin Stopford talked on the Future of Shipping, taking us on
a journey of economic development in shipping stretching 50
years back and going 50 years into the future. Going by the motto
that one need to understand the history to understand the future,
Dr Stopford showed that although some predictions on the
effects of disruptive technologies state they will be quite rapidly,
this has rarely been the case. Rather, in shipping, disruptive
technologies have given rise to gradual, albite definite, change.
Chris Palsson and Niklas Bengtsson of Lloyd’s List Intelligence
delivered an excellent tandem presentation on Maritime Trade in
a Disrupted World. Looking at historical data for the different
markets as well as e.g. newbuilds, the they gave an insight into
the future, concluding that regardless of technological
developments there will always be goods needing transport
though the questions remains as to in what form and in what
amounts depending on form.
Last out for the day was KD Adamson from Futurenautics, giving
us a glimpse into the future, introducing us to Moore’s law, and
how developments in such domains as fission, 3D-printing and AI
technologies will affect the world we live in.
“Once any domain, discipline, technology or industry becomes
information-enabled and powered by information-flows, its
price/performance begins doubling approximately annually – Once that
doubling pattern starts, it doesn’t stop.”

These effects in turn will have effects on shipping through
changes in societal attitudes and hence demands of goods.
Amidst a mix of rain and sunshine, the day was concluded with a
reception on the quarterdeck of the Wellington, which later
moved into the launch of a book on human factors in shipping
Being Human in safety-critical organisations, which is highly
recommended reading for all managers in shipping.

This year’s agenda covered the Vessel General Permit and its
replacement, regulation on Biofouling, reduction of GHG
emissions, and a coming update of the FONAR system. The BSA
was invited to take part in
the review process of the
updated FONAR system as
well as on Biofouling, and
the BSA was also asked to
support
the
EPA
in
discussion developments on
coming ECA regulation.
Members can expect to see
more on these issues in
future
requests
for
information.

Meeting with USCG
On 24 August, representatives from the
BMA and BSA met with USCG for the
annual meeting at the USCG
Headquarters in Washington DC.
This year the issues on the agenda ranged from Qualship, via
Ballast Water implementation, to the coming Sulphur cap. As has
been customary, the three parties bring subject matter experts
for the various topics discussed and this year was no exception.
There were three absolute take-aways from the meeting, it would
be that the USCG; 1) has a very pragmatic approach to enforcing
regulation and proactive and transparent operators will fare
better should they not live up to requirements than those who try
to hide deficiencies; 2) regards pollution of untreated ballast
water will be deemed
as bad as pollution of
oil, and; 3) does not
envisage any future
problem with lack of
low
sulphur
fuel.
Whereas the two first
points
very
much
reflects the present,
the third gives us a
glimpse of what to
expect in future.
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ICS Conference

2017 - 2018 Calendar

This year’s ICS conference saw a new and much
appreciated format with a series of panel debates,
where industry experts and domain specialists
discussed some of the present-day issues within shipping.

The major events where the BSA Board and / or the
Secretariat will be represented during this coming
autumn are the following.

Following the opening remarks by the ICS Chairman Mr Esben
Poulsson and the IMO Secretary General Mr Kitack Lim, the ICS
launched its new brand and logo following an exercise which has
been ongoing for the past year.

• ICS Construction & Equipment Sub-committees & Bulk
Carrier Panel, 21 November

The panel debates of the day spanned four current issues in
shipping, with the first session focusing on the reduction of GHG
emissions. The panel held some very good discussion with John
Adams, the BSA Chairman, and John Lyras, Union of Greek
Shipowners, representing the shipping industry, also allowing Mr
Sveinung Oftedal, Chairman of the IMO Intersessional Work
Group for Reduction of GHG Emissions to outline his approach to
achieving a Vision
and Strategy for
the IMO.
The panel debates
will be found on
the ICS website
should you wish to
watch the debates
in full.

BSA Strategic Work
The strategic work of the BSA is progressing as
planned and the Secretariat is currently working on an
update of the BSA website. As mentioned in the
Chairman’s Message, the purpose of the update is to
be able to provide a better service to members and to
have a more contemporary look to the outside world.
The updated format will allow the Secretariat to keep
the website more up to date and it aims to be more
accessible to members, making all documentation
from the ICS available through the members login. As
before, all internal BSA documents will also be
available. The intention is also to make the updated
website more interactive, with short questionnaires to
members to feed into the work at e.g. the ICS.
The Secretariat is preparing Position Papers on major
issues affecting the industry, as to be better prepared
for future discussions in various forums. The Position
Papers, once ready, will be published on the website.

• ICS Chemical Carrier Panel, 14 November

• ICS Manning & Training Sub-committee, 23 November
• IMO Council Extraordinary Session, 23 - 24 November
• IMO Assembly 30th Session – London, 27 November - 6
December
• IMO Council 119th Session, 7 December
• ICS Passenger Ship Panel, TBA December
• BSA Board Call – Teleconference, mid-December
• ICS Radio Nautical Sub-committee, 5 February
• BSA BoD meeting – TBA end February / early March
• ICS Short Sea Panel – TBA April
• BSA BoD meeting – Posidonia, Athens, early June
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