NEWSFLASH
Chairman’s
Message
These past two Quarters have been very
intensive indeed. The winter, spring and
now early summer have seen a very tight
meeting schedule with IMO and ICS taking
turn, as can be seen from the meeting
schedule to the right. Later on in this edition of the NewsFlash you will be able to
read more about the meetings and their
outcomes.
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2019 Q1 & 2 at a Glance
The year so far has been a very busy with meetings at the
IMO and ICS almost every week. The Q1 and Q2 periods
kicked off with a meeting of the NCSR at the IMO in early
January and has only just finished with the IMO III 6 a
week ago. Some of the highlights this year has been:
• 16 - 25 January, IMO NCSR 6*
• 4 February, ICS Maritime Law Committee*
• 4 February, ICS Shipping Policy Committee*

As you all know, today we face significant challenges with
increased and complex environmental legislation, and its impact on operations and people. As Chair of the Round Table
discussions on the IMO GHG Strategy, now called the Longterm Measures Group (LTMWG), I take a very keen interest in
IMO developments on these matters. Being highly involved in
discussions, the BSA is the only national association with a
direct insight into the current Industry discussions. I was happy to learn that at the last MEPC, the political division that
previously pertained, has now been overcome and discussions on how to achieve the goals set up in the strategy can
now start in earnest. As you will be able to read later on, it
has been proposed the BSA run a webinar discussing the GHG
Strategy with members and we would welcome your feedback on this.

• 5 February, ICS BoD meeting*

The ICS AGM was held in Torshavn on the Faroes Islands in
mid-June and the major take-aways from the meeting were
the ICS work on the IMO GHG Strategy, both working on proposals for Short-term measures and in the LTMWG as well as
the development of a communications strategy including industry’s role in achieving the IMO GHG Strategy.

• 27 March, ICS Labour Affairs Committee*

In March the BSA BoD held its spring meeting in The Hague,
also coordinating this with a meeting with the Paris MoU.
Since then the Paris MoU has published its annual report for
2018 and it has been noted the Bahamas flag ranks number 2
on the Paris MoU list. This is a fantastic achievement by shipowners and their crews and is testimony to the constant drive
for high quality by the BSA members. This has also been
acknowledge by the BMA CEO and Managing Director, Capt
Dwain Hutchinson. I would like to extend a very well deserved congratulations to all members for this great accomplishment which will support us all in our business.
John Adams
Chairman

• 4 - 8 February, IMO SDC 6
• 18 - 22 February, IMO PPR 6*
• 24 Feb - 1 March, ILO SDC meeting*
• 4 - 8 March, IMO SSE 6
• 11 - 12 March, BSA BoD meeting*
• 12 March, BSA meeting with Paris MoU*
• 19 March, ICS Environment Sub-committee*
• 20 - 21 March, ICS Marine Committee*

• 8 - 12 April, IMO FAL 43*
• 29 April - 3 May, IMO HTW 6*
• 2 May, ICS Construction & Equipment Sub-committee
• 13 - 17 May, IMO MEPC 74*
• 5 - 14 June, IMO MSC 101
• 12 June, ICS BoD meeting*
• 13 June, ICS AGM*
• 24 - 28 June, IMO TCC 68
• 25 - 26 June, BSA BoD meeting*
• 25 June, BSA meeting with ICS*
• 1 - 5 July, IMO III 6
The list above covers all meetings of the IMO, the ICS and
the BSA. The BSA has participated with one or two representatives at all meetings with an *, some of which will be
covered in more detail further on in this NewsFlash. At
meetings where the BSA has not been represented, members interests have been monitored through the ICS and
in cooperation with the BMA.
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IMO GHG Strategy

Sulphur Cap

Work on the IMO GHG Strategy continues and to date some
progress has been made regarding agreement on the need
for short and long term measures. One of the most interesting developments during MEPC 74, was the de-politization
of the issue as the major oil producing countries agreed to
move forward.
As some members may have picked up through media, the
MEPC 74 was under some pressure from environmental
groups and delegates were met by demonstrations outside
the IMO building on the first
day of the meeting.
To read more about the work
on the GHG Strategy, please
follow this link: IMO Website
on the GHG Strategy.

The Sulphur Cap taking regulatory effect on 1 January
2020 is an issue of great concern to all of Industry. Again,
the regulatory framework of shipping has failed in delivery
of a workable regulation despite strong and repeated
warnings from Industry.
For many of our members, the issue of availability is already becoming crucial as to be able to comply with the
new rules on 1 January next year.

The bulk of the work on the
GHG Strategy Is carried out in
the so called Intersessional
Working Group (ISWG) and the
discussions are currently focusing on short and long term
measures.
Needless to say, how these measures are developed are
highly important to the shipping industry and as has been
previously mentioned in earlier NewsFlashes, the BSA is at
the very centre of discussions through our Chairman who is
chairing discussions with the Round Table Group (ICS,
BIMCO, INTERTANKO, INTERCARGO and World Shipping
Council). It should be noted that the BSA is the only national
association to have full access to these discussions.

Short Term Measures
Current discussions revolve around various measures such as
Emissions Trading, Market Based Measures and Operational
Efficiency Indexing. The Industry is aligned in its opposition
toward these measures, arguing that the most efficient way
to reduce CO2 emissions from shipping is to look at technical
solutions.
Such solutions may be a SEEMP, or as proposed by
Industry, as Super SEEMP. Also in the discussions are
such issues as some form of speed “regulation”. The
latter is often termed “speed reduction”. It is however very important to use the term “speed optimisation” as a general reduction of speed of all of
shipping should be avoided.

Long Term Measures
Looking to the future, reduction of CO2 requires
some major changes to the energy source(s) of shipping. It is quite clear that to achieve a 50% reduction of CO2 emissions by 2050, energy sources other than carbon based fuel will have to be used.
There are already various potential technologies to be used,
such as batteries, hydrogen, ammonia and nuclear solutions.
However, as most will be aware, there is no one clear technology to be picked as a one fits all. There are also issues with
safety as well as large scale commissioning - what may seem
promising in a laboratory environment must be possible to
commission on a very large scale.
It is widely recognised that more research and development
is needed to achieve this. Currently it is being discussed to
set up a fund for financing such development work as part of
the long term solutions.

No Experience Building Phase
As was finally decided on at MEPC 74, there
will be no formal “experience building phase”
as had been urged by Industry.
It has been argued that PSC will initially take a
pragmatic view on the issue of not sailing on
compliant fuel. However, this cannot be
banked upon, and members are strongly advised not to do so.

Non-availability and FONARS
The issue of availability of fuels has been discussed in various forums and not the least at
the IMO. The fuel supply industry has continuously argued that availability will not be an issue, but rather that fuel will be available.
Ships are required to make every effort to obtain compliant fuel. In cases where fuel is truly not available, shipowners should submit a FONAR as to report the issue. However, there are yet instructions to be presented on how exactly FONARs are intended to be used in cases of nonavailability of compliant fuels.

Compatible Fuels - Availability
It has been confirmed by the ISO that the general requirements of ISO 8217:2017 cover the expected 0.50% Smax
fuels in the same way as they cover existing fuels. However, the ISO standard does not guarantee a consistent quality level of compliant
fuels. This is of major
concern to shipowners
and as can be seen on
the picture to the right,
all five samples of fuels
are compliant 0.50%
Smax fuels, yet they all
have very different characteristics, ranging from
different flash points,
storage
temperature
requirements, etc. It
should also be noted
that none of these fuels
can be mixed, hence requiring some very thorough planning before bunkering.
In short, although compliant fuels may be available, there
is great concern that the very different qualities of fuel
will cause damage to fuel systems and engines, as well as
be the cause of accidents.

ICS Guidelines
ICS has recently published updated the Guidance to Shipping Companies and Crews on Preparing for Compliance
with the 2020 ‘Global Sulphur Cap’for Ships’ Fuel Oil in Accordance with MARPOL Annex VI. This is well worth reading by everyone both onboard and ashore.
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IMO meetings

ICS meetings

Since the last NewsFlash in December 2018, numerous meetings have taken place at the IMO. The BSA has taken active
part in several of these meetings (those with a * next to
them) and as customary report on developments to members. Click on the title of each meeting to transfer to the report as found on the BSA website.
NCSR 6 finalised draft guidelines on standardised modes of
operation (S-mode), later approved by MSC 101, and as part
of a modernisation of GMDSS revised new drafts of SOLAS
chapters III and IV.

This spring and early summer has seen a number
of ICS meetings, especially in preparation for the
MEPC and MSC meetings at the IMO. Click on the
title of each meeting to transfer to the report as found on
the BSA website.
Maritime Law Committee the ICS Secretariat proposed a
new work output for the IMO Legal Committee to develop
a Unified Interpretation of the test for breaking the shipowner’s limitation rights under the IMO liability and compensation conventions.
Shipping Policy Committee the ICS Secretariat is addressing the Philippines Common Carriers’ Tax (CCT) in correspondence with the Secretary of Finance of the Philippines.
Work on an ICS Study on ‘National Protectionist and Restrictive Measures against International Maritime
Transport’ has been initiated.
BoD concluded that changes to domestic regulation regarding open-loop scrubbers is beyond the scope of the
IMO as well as the ICS, hence it will be difficult to have an
effect on this.
Environment Sub-committee discussed the issue of marine
noise and the increasing work on the issue by the IMO. The
meeting also discussed differences in availability of hullcleaning in various countries.
Marine Committee discussed the setting up of a WG to
work on RightShip related issues as to better prepare the
ICS Secretariat in discussions with RightShip. The meeting
also discussed the setting up of a WG on Safety Issues to
which the ICS has been invited to be part. Members will be
further notified on this in a separate message.
Labour Affairs Committee Reported on developments regarding the MLC as well as abandonment cases which the
ICS is working on. There was also a discussionon the ITF
Automation project.
Construction & Equipment Sub-committee agreed to liaise
with CLIA, WSC and SIGGTO to develop a position on the
rate of EEDI reduction for cruise ships with nonconventional propulsion, container ships, gas carriers and
LNG carriers. It was also agreed that the Secretariat would
co-operate with ECSA to develop a list of ports which had
imposed restrictions for open loop systems and wash water discharges.
BoD meeting discussed the admittance of new national
members to the ICS. The meeting also agreed to continue
financing the United States Chamber of Shipping in its
work to monitor developments in the US
on ICS’ behalf, as well
as discussed Shortand
Long-term
measures in working
on the IMO GHG Strategy.
AGM is more a formality to the ICS than an
open meeting and
focussed on formal issues such as the ICS financial situation
and the re-election of officers to the BoD. The meeting reelected the BSA Chair as Vice Chair of the ICS together
with Mr Emanuele Grimaldi, as well as elected Mr Lasse
Kristoffersen from the Norwegian Shipowners Association
as Vice Chair.

SDC 6 developed guidelines on e.g. design, selection, inspection and maintenance as part of improvements for safety of
mooring equipment and operations also agreeing on draft
SOLAS amendments. Ongoing work on carriage of industrial
personnel continued and requirements were agreed.
PPR 6 agreed that in order to ensure compliancy of fuels,
sampling and analysis should take place at the shore supply
side. The sub-committee also agreed a +95% confidence approach be applied to fuel analysis regarding sulphur content
from samples taken onboard. No update of the 2015 Guidelines for scrubbers was agreed.
SSE 6 finalised amendments to the LSA Code chapter IV as to
cover new ventilation requirements applicable to all newly
built totally enclosed lifeboats. Discussions continued on
amendments to MSC.1/Circ.1315 re. the acceptance criteria
for dry chemical powders.
FAL 43 approved the revised Guidelines for setting up a maritime single window and also agreed to address the issue of
maritime corruption by including it in its work programme.
HTW 6 recommended a comprehensive review of the STCW
Convention and Code by the IMO as soon as reasonably practicable, as proposed by the ICS and supported by the BSA.
The sub-committee also finalised draft amendments to table
B-I/2 of the STCW Code, as well as started work on electronic
certificates.
MEPC 74 adopted on amendments for ice-strengthened ships
as well as increased the reduction rate and/or brought forward the start date of Phase 3 for certain ship types. The experience building phase for the BWM was implemented. The
issue of non-availability of compliant fuel was considered and
some measures taken. Some proposals for short-term
measures of GHG reduction were considered, but no decisions were taken.
MSC 101 approved the interim guidelines for minimising
the incidence and consequences of fires on ro-ro spaces
and special category spaces of new and existing ro-ro passenger ships. The Committee also approved interim
guidelines for navigation and communication equipment
as well as interim guidelines on life-saving appliances and
arrangements for ships operating in polar waters.
TCC 68 This meeting is not monitored by the BSA as it
only concerns country to country technical co-operation.
III 6 finalised amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI
exempting unmanned non-self-propelled barges from survey
and certification requirements of the MARPOL Convention.
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ICS AGM
The ICS AGM was held in Torshavn on the Faroese
Islands on 13 June and jointly held with a BoD meeting the day before. It was a very well organised event
hosted by the Faroese Shipowners Association and the BSA
was represented by our Chair as well as our Manager.
Some of the major issues at the meetings were of course the
IMO GHG Strategy and the Sulphur Cap, as can be read about
in the ICS Press release on the meeting. Also, the BSA Chair,
Mr John Adams, was re-elected as Vice Chairman of the ICS.
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BSA Annual
General Meeting
2020 Vision - Seeing things the way they are

There has been requests for a more transparent fee structure, and the newly appointed Chief Financial Officer presented a proposal to address these concerns. It is not envisaged that the new fee structure will have any major implications for the BSA.

The BSA Annual General Meeting and Conference will be
held on 9 October in Athens at the Yacht Club of Greece. As
always the BSA Secretariat aim to provide an afternoon of
very high quality speakers to discuss the most current topics in shipping.
With the coming of 1 January 2020, there is
still a lot of uncertainty about the effects of
the Sulphur cap. With the late decision on not
introducing an experience building phase,
worries have grown even stronger among
shipowners and operators as to how the introduction of the new regulation will be applied
by various States.
As always, the BSA will have a line up of highly
reputable speakers to present and discuss the
issues at hand. Together we will strive to
straighten out some of the major topical
questions to support owners and operators in their strategic decisions.
The afternoon promise a good event for meeting and networking with colleagues from around the shipping industry as well as with our colleagues at the Bahamas Maritime
Authority Athens and London offices and part of the BMA
Board.
The BSA Board and Secretariat look forward to welcoming
you to the AGM on 9 October in Athens.

ILO Sectoral Meeting

USCG & EPA

The ILO Sectoral Meeting on the Recruitment and Retention
of Seafarers and the Promotion of Opportunities for Women
Seafarers was held in Geneva at the ILO Headquarters on 25
February to 1 March 2019).
As is suggested by the meeting title, the focus of the meeting was recruitment and retention of women seafarers. However, the issue of increased automation and autonomy was
also part of the discussions, although to a much lesser degree than had been anticipated. Both the ICS and the ITF
published reports on the socio-economic consequences for
seafarers during the latter part of 2018 and early 2019 as a
means of forming a base for such discussions.
Our Manager, Mr Anders Brodje, was part of the shipowners
delegation and also the delegation’s expert on automation
and Human Factors. Anders has a research degree in Maritime Human Factors from Chalmers University of Technology
and was also part of the team writing the ICS report on increased automation. Anders also formed part of the shipowners negotiating team at the ILO together with Mr Stewart Inglis, ICS, and Mr Tim Springett, UKChS, negotiating the
terms of the final resolution of the meeting.
As part of discussions on the main issue of the meeting, retention and recruitment of women seafarers, one of the major focus areas was pregnancy testing of women prior to
working onboard. Although there was no formal outcome of
the meeting, there was a striking difference in approaches
between the shipowners focus on duty of care for onboard
personnel vs. the integrity and equal treatment of women
seafarers as argued by the ITF and supported by the ILO.

The annual meetings with the United States
Coast Guard and the US Environmental Protection Agency will take place on 4 and 5 September respectively.

Communications Strategy
Also discussed at the ICS meetings was the development of a
new Communications Strategy.
The work has been initiated by
the newly appointed Communications Director at the ICS and it
was agreed a Working Group
would be established as a means
of identifying the major target
audience for the ICS as well as
developing a initial draft strate- Curtesy of Stuart Neil, ICS Communications Director
gy as a means of supporting the ICS Strategic work. In such
areas such as the Sulphur Cap Guidelines.

New Fee Structure

Members are advised that a separate call for
agenda items to be discussed at the meetings
will be sent during the first half of August. Members with a
specific interest in participating at the meetings are advised to contact the BSA Manager, Anders Brodje, to discuss the possibility of participating. Please keep in mind
space is limited, and that the BSA delegation should include appropriate subject matter experts.
Similarly to last year, the BSA is considering a small reception with maritime stakeholders such as CLIA, the Chamber
of Shipping of America, INTERTANKO and World Shipping
Council.
Members in the area, permanently or on temporarily on
business are more than welcome to participate at the reception. This will be a good industry networking opportunity and allow both members and BSA BoD representatives and the Secretariat to meet and discuss matters at
hand, member support issues and more.
The BSA Secretariat will endeavour to invite members in
the relative close vicinity of Washington D.C., but members are advised to contact the BSA Secretary to ensure an
invite is sent.

NEWSFLASH
Input on BSA contribution
to IMO and ICS discussions
Setting the BSA position on the IMO GHG Strategy
As a means of trying out new ways of increasing interaction
with and between members and as a way of gathering views
on topical issues, it has been proposed the BSA run an initial
webinar for members to discuss the IMO GHG Strategy as a
trial event.
The purpose of such a webinar would be to discuss possible
short and long term measures as well as for members to
better understand the processes surrounding the negotiations both at the IMO as well as in the Round Table discussions.

Would you find this to be of value?
Before going ahead with any planning on setting up a webinar, the BSA Secretariat would value your opinion on whether you would find this kind of interaction useful. It would be
much appreciated if you can please contact our Manager, Mr
Anders Brodje, to give a thumbs up or down. Also, if you
have other ideas for e.g. webinars or other means of creating channels for communication it would be most welcome.
As we are constantly trying to revitalise our ways or reaching out to our members, other ideas, input and feedback on
how we are comparing with other similar organisations
would be most appreciated as well.

ICS Flagship Conference
Setting Course for 2050: Powering Global Trade
ICS is organising its flagship conference on Wednesday 11
September 2019 in London as part of London International
Shipping Week.
The changing dynamics of global trade, new technology and
the need to address climate change are impacting all aspects
of business and politics. Much is talked about autonomous
shipping and digitisation at the World Economic Forum. The
reality is that the Shipping Industry is about to experience a
4th Propulsion Revolution in order to address the 2050 agenda. Navigating this passage will require leadership and will
need engagement beyond the shipping sector.
Setting Course for 2050: Powering Global Trade will highlight the challenge facing us all, look at the drivers that are
impacting all sectors, especially those with a direct bearing
on the shipping industry, and highlight some of the early lessons learned from other sectors so that the shipping industry can deliver economic growth and profit from the 4th Propulsion Revolution.
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2019 Calendar
The major events where the BSA Board and / or the Secretariat will be represented at during this coming months
are the following:
•

4 - 5 September - BSA - USCG & EPA meetings

•

9 September - ICS Maritime Law Committee

•

9 September - ICS Shipping Policy Committee

•

10 September - ICS BoD meeting

•

11 September - ICS Conference

•

8 - 12 September - IMO CCC 6

•

8 October - BSA BoD meeting, Athens

•

9 October - BSA AGM, Athens

•

22 October - ICS Environment Sub-committee

•

23 - 24 October - ICS Marine Committee

•

25 - 29 November - IMO Assembly 31

•

2 - 6 December - IMO Council 123

•

11 December - BSA BoD Call

•

13 - 24 January - NCSR 7

•

3 - 7 February - SDC 7

•

17 - 21 February - PPR 7
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The conference promises to be a highlight of London International Shipping Week and feature high-level speakers
providing new insights to help us steer a sustainable and equitable course.

Kendanique Ferguson

Details of the conference can be found the ICS Events website, including details of speakers .
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